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conversation with sufficent skill to avoid a direct request that
Laval should approve the Italian annexation of Abyssinia but
that' in reply to Mussolini's vague invitations he could do no
more than assure the Duce that there was no further reason
why French interests should hinder Italian interests in
Ethiopia '. Laval, it seems, thought the Duce had treated
him badly, the Duce that M. Laval wa.s the only foreign
statesman who understood Fascism. Madame Tabouis' com-
ment on the delicacy of Laval's position is that in spite of
all his finesse he was to be made to realize that' a dictator is
not an opponent in a by-election '.
There were all the outward appearances of success, but
very little was really granted. Mussolini had deferred
most of the problems; he promised more bayonets on the
Brenner; but the Anschluss crisis had by January 1935
died down. From the French point of view at the time, the
Duce ha.d not gained much, a few miles of sand near Libya
not far from Lake Tchad, the small island of Dommira
opposite Perim making possible the control of the outlets to
tie Red Sea towards the Indian Ocean, and finally a share in
the Djibouti-Addis Ababa railway, the only motor road
from Abyssinia to the Red Sea. * So it came about that the
agreements of Rome hastened the realization of Mussolini's
imperialistic dream *.
Anthony Eden was speaking at Edinburgh on January the
8th. Success bred confidence and confidence bold words.
Arising out of the Franco-Italian agreement he let it be
known that c balance of power is no longer British policy,
ours is League policy. . .. Those who scoffed at the Saar have
been shaken and I almost said silenced; but it is impossible
that Lord Beaverbrook and silence could be on more than
nodding acquaintance '. He ended up with the hope that
I935 would see the success of disarmament. Four days before,
at the Newcastle Rotary Club, he spoke with prophetic irony
of 1935 e as what I believe will prove to be the most challeng-
ing year in our post-war history '. Such placards as * Peace or
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